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Abstract—This letter describes a general synthesis for N1-substituted 3-acyl-4-cyano-5-amino-pyrazoles.
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Figure 1. Methods for the synthesis of 3-acyl-5-amino-pyrazoles.
Pyrazoles and their derivatives are widely used as phar-
maceuticals and agrochemicals.1 There is significant
interest in the preparation of 5-amino-4-cyanopyrazoles,
with a wide array of groups at N-1. This class of com-
pounds has been reported to be selective Cox-2 inhibitors,
cyclooxygenase inhibitors, pesticides, and antihyperten-
sive agents.2 Furthermore, they are also extensively used
in the synthesis of fused heterocyclic systems, which are
purine antagonists.1a

Recently we were interested in a series of 3-acyl-4-cyano-
5-amino-pyrazoles. This type of pyrazoles is usually
synthesized using the diazonium salt of aniline (Fig. 1,
routes a and b).3 Obviously, the success of both methods
depends on the stability and reactivity of the diazonium
salts. Because the diazonium salts of alkyl amines are often
unstable, the N-1 substituents of the pyrazoles are limited
to phenyl groups. For broader N-1 substituent changes, a
general method is desired. In this sense, the third method
(Fig. 1, route c) seems to be an attractive method because
of many available substituted hydrazines.

While there are some reports on the synthesis of 3-acyl-
4-H-5-amino-pyrazoles through hydrazines, this method
has not been reported for 3-acyl-4-cyano-5-amino-pyr-
azoles.1d,e In fact, few such pyrazoles with non-aryl
N-1 substitutions have been reported, highlighting the
difficulties in the synthesis of this type of pyrazoles.

Indeed, it was found that the reaction of 1 with 4-chloro-
aniline did not give any desired product (Fig. 2). Careful
analysis of the reaction mixture indicated that acyl
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hydrazine 2 was formed as the major side product, along
with extensive decomposition of the starting material 1.
This suggests that hydrazone formation is disfavored
during the condensation step, probably because malono-
nitrile is an excellent leaving group (Fig. 2).

We thought that converting the hydroxyl group to a
better leaving group should favor the formation of the
desired hydrazone intermediate.4 However, an interme-
diate such as 4 (Scheme 1) has not been reported before.
Attempts to alkylate the enolate 1 under various condi-
tions (NaH, MeI, or Me2SO4) failed to give the desired
methyl enol ether, possibly due to the low reactivity of
enolate 1. After extensive experimentation, we found
that treating 1 in refluxing POCl3 for 1 h and then
quenching the reaction mixture with methanol gave a
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Table 1.
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a Isolated yield.
b The regiochemistry of the products was assigned by NMR analysis as

well as comparison to the known compound 5h.3
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Figure 2. Proposed mechanism for the formation of side-product 2.
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Scheme 1. Synthesis of methyl vinyl enol ether 4.
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relatively stable product, which was identified to be the
desired methyl enol ether 4 by 1H and 13C NMR
(Scheme 1).5–7

As we expected, the reactions between 4 and substituted
hydrazines in ethanol provided the desired 5-amino-pyr-
azoles cleanly in good to modest yields.8 A wide variety
of substituents can be incorporated, including alkyl,
aryl, sulfonyl, and heterocycles (Table 1). In most cases,
the desired pyrazoles are precipitated out of the reaction
solution and analytically pure products can be isolated
by simple filtration.

These 5-amino-pyrazoles are very versatile intermediates
for the synthesis of many biologically important scaf-
folds. For example, direct reaction of pyrazole 5c with
N-hydroxycarboximidamides can give the oxadiazole
such as 8 (Scheme 2, route a). Or, after basic hydrolysis,
pyrazole acid 6 can be coupled to various amines to
give amides such as 9 (Scheme 2, route c). Acid 6 can
also be converted to the Weinreb amide, followed by
the treatment of Grignard reagents (or organolithium
reagents) to provide pyrazoles with further variation at
C-3 (such as 7, Scheme 2). These pyrazoles can be
further converted to fused heterocycles such as pyrazol-
opyrimidine, pyrazolopyrimidinones, and pyrazolo-
pyridazines using known chemistry.3a

This method can also be used in the one-pot formation
of 3-aryl/alkyl-4-cyano-5-amino-pyrazoles (Scheme 3).
Thus, treatment of enolate 11 with POCl3 in methylene
chloride at room temperature, followed by methanol
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quenching, provided the corresponding methyl enol
ether 12 as a methanolic solution, which can be used di-
rectly to yield the desired pyrazole 13 after the addition
of triethylamine and corresponding hydrazine. This one-
pot procedure complements the reported method using
Me2SO4 as alkylating reagent,4 and is especially suitable
for sterically hindered or base sensitive substrates when
alkylation becomes difficult.

In summary, we have developed a general method for
the synthesis of N-1 substituted 3-acyl-5-amino-pyraz-
oles. We envision that this method will be very useful
in the construction of small molecule libraries with pyr-
azole core structures.
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